
GEORGE S. SCHUYLER - DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1: George S. Schuyler, black and conservative. Discuss.
I’d like to begin the discussion about George S. Schuyler by saying that 
in his autobiography, significantly called “Black and Conservative”, he 
had written about the many controversies of his life. In the period he 
lived in New York he looked charmingly at socialism, intrigued by it for 
many books that he read pleasantly. And also  it is a proven fact that 
socialism shared similar thoughts that he shared. He came to face later 
the disillusion of that ideology by becoming conservative. This turning 
point in his life is remarkable though it managed him to convey in politics 
and in literature what he truly believed, after he had some experiences. 
Lastly the highly controversial “Slaves Today”, a novel about the slave 
trade presumibly in act by former African Americans slaves in Liberia, 
made him a taboo in his field of work. The reasons he’s chosen to don’t 
join the liberal party was an act of rebellion to the predominant 
philosophy of the 1960’s. Personally i thought  it would even be that it 
had something to do with he opposing to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
that he has not agreed with his wife liberal ideals.
…
My first impression:
I laughed many times when we read George S. Schuyler’s book “Black 
No More” but i found it provocative and in my view it is one genial 
inspirational novel that must be taken in great consideration by the 
contemporary readers? It was first published in the 1931, setting  a limit 
and sharing only a part with the other essays,novels and newspapers’s 
articles belonging to the literature of the Harlem Renaissance (also 
called the New Negro Movement). By producing humour with the idea of 
charachters such as the caricatures of Marcus Garvey, James Weldon 
Johnson, W.E.B Du Bois etc., the artist criticize the desire to delete the 
darker range of color of the skin of the man in the story, and not only him 
but also lot of people the writer knew in reality. In fact Max-Matthew 
when had black colored skin did not have success with a woman she 
liked but after he use on his body the experimental cure of Black-No-
More he turn to a suprematist organization changing his name to 
Matthew and he succeed 
…
I picked the passage that follows “Yes, it must be true. To think of old 
Crookman being able to do that! [...] Crookman would be a millionaire in 
no time. He'd even be a multimillionaire. It looked as though science 



was to succeed where the Civil War had failed. But how could it be 
possible?
 “Why not be the first Negro to try it out?” It is my favorite passage,
to me that is the true essence of this novel funny satire and  cutting 
edge irony at its finest.
LANGSTON HUGHES DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
What does the Harlem Renaissance refer to?
I want to apologize for sending the wrong answer to this debate, in fact i 
have not answered to the question that was submitted by the professor. 
This was a period of the life of African Americans in America 
characterized by the rebirth of poetry and in more genrperal all of visual 
arts ; This time was called The New Negro Movement, and the artistic 
outpouring known as Harlem Renaissance. A great deal of Blacks lived 
in the area of Manhattan in the period  of the seventeen century. These 
people lived around the 125th and 130th Street, before the arrival of 
settlers in european ships, the area was originally named Haarlem and 
was crucially  inhabited in the beginning by the Manhattans, a 
settlement of semi-nomadic basis like the Lenape. In 1904 there were 
many Blacks immigrants that moved to this part of New York, in this 
migration they brought Harlem to his flourishment and in Harlem or in 
the near area were handcrafted big portions of African-American culture.
…
A member of an abolitionist family born in Missouri February 1,1902; 
James Mercer Langston Hughes attended high school in Cleveland, 
Ohio and emerged in the time of Harlem Renaissance and the Great 
Migration as the “Shakespeare of Harlem. He began writing poems 
when he was in eight grade, not trusting his ability to make a living at 
writing, his father, ruled Hughes to pursue a more profitable career; He 
graduated in June 1920 and reached a compromise to his father to 
study engineer so long as he could attend Columbia. He left in 1922 
because of racial prejudice among students and teachers. Later on he 
did the personal assistant to historian Carter G. Woodson. He started to 
publish his works in The Crisis and in 1926 he enrolled at Lincoln 
University, in Chester County; When he notably stayed at Lincoln he 
joined the fraternity Omega Psi Phi ("Daddy King" was a member of it). 
In 1929 he earned a BA degree and in "the Big Sea", one of his two 
autobiography, he wrote: "I was unhappy for a long time, and very 
lonesome, living with my grandmother. Then it was that books began to 
happen to me, and I began to believe in nothing but books and the 
wonderful world in books" than Langston lived in New York for all the 



rest of his life and after he was experiencing fatigue, a symptom of the 
prostate cancer so he undergo a surgery that at the end caused his 
death.  "One-Way Ticket": what is my opinion about the poem? The title 
One Way Ticket is a refrain to African American the "Great Migration" 
subject matter i already wrote about in the other interventions, the 
historical event that is the transition of masses for the racial violence 
and cruelty, lynching and hatred too, Blacks saw migration to North as a 
necessity as masterfully wrote by him in this poem.
… 
Elaborate on the distinction between Old Negroes and New Negroes
The Old Negro was the product of historical violence perpetrated over 
the centuries, a creature generated by the trauma of segregation and 
racial discrimination, bound to the heterodirect and conventional 
expression of an identity deprived of its intimate originality. The New 
Negro , on the other hand, has the possibility of redefining a full identity 
by means of original products, externalizing, through different forms of 
culture, the need to break free from pre-existing cultural expressions. 
Alain Leroy Locke (September 13, 1885 – June 9, 1954) was an 
American writer, philosopher, educator, and patron of the arts. Through 
the publication of "The New Negro" in 1925 he wishes a new democratic 
push in the American cultural context.
…
What is the Great Migration?
The Great Migration was a relocation of African Americans from the rural 
south of the United States to cities in the Northeast, West and East and 
it took place between 1910 and 1970. By the end of the Great Migration, 
over 80% of African Americans had moved in urban areas, most of 
which were in the North. The majority of African Americans have been 
driven out of rural areas by low economic opportunities and 
segregationist discriminatory laws. Over a million Southern workers had 
moved to different regions before the Great Depression led to the 
definitive closure of several industries in the north, leading to a 
significant reduction in the migration process.
…
My impressions of “The Negro speaks of rivers” were that i accounted it 
as a deep poem for a poet of such a young age!, In the poem Hughes is 
saying he looked "upon the Nile and raised the pyramids above it" this is 
a reference to the slaves used in the making of the pyramids in Egypt. 
Lincoln is part of the most recent years of Hughes 's life, "when Abe 
Lincoln went down to New Orleans" is a line used appropriately to  refer 



to the context of  the Civil War,  mentioning African American 's history of 
slavery. This poem was the first of Langston Hughes and  he wrote it 
when he was seventeen dedicating it to W. E. B. Du Bois. The sudden 
idea of a poem about rivers came to him as he was in the train crossing 
the Mississippi River on the way to visit his "Negro hating father" in 
Mexico. The poem was published in "The Crisis", W. E. B  Du Bois's and 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP)'s magazine in June 1921.
…
In two articles produced in “The Nation” Langston Hughes and George 
S.Schuyler casted a debate on “Negro” art in this debate Hughes wrote 
that for the american artist his role was like a racial mountain. “The 
Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain” was the response to “The Negro 
Art Hokum” which denied the existence of Black forms of arts, both of 
the articles were published in 1926. Satire came second nature to 
Schuyler and he infuriated many people for that. In his controversial 
essay he claimed that because black artists have been influenced by 
white American culture he believed that there were not any distinctly 
“Negro” styles of art in the United States, Schuyler’s analysis lacked the 
valid nuances to be received as a viable perspective. The above 
mentioned articles were written by black artists, at the same time, when 
raged the second resurgence of the “KKK” and the lynching was a 
reality "Southern trees bear a strange fruit, blood on the leaves and 
blood at the root. Black bodies swinging in the Southern breeze, strange 
fruit hanging from the poplar trees."1 . The refusal of Schuyler to admit 
the innate difference between any artist and the black artist was a 
symptom of Schuyler’s middle-class upbringing as middle and upper 
class blacks . Within a week, Hughes raised up a verbal “attack” against 
Schuyler’s article, in the article he referred that a young, black poet told 
him that he was afraid of his blackness and he want to be a white poet. 
In “The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain” when he writes that an 
artist must be unafraid In his argument, Hughes criticizes what he calls 
“the racial mountain,” which he states is “this urge within the race toward 
whiteness, the desire to pour racial individuality into the mold of 
American standardization, and to be as little Negro and as much 
American as possible.”
…
DISCUSSIONS about Hurston 
I like the point that was at the base of the decision of his travel which 
was collecting folklore from African-Americans and experience getting in 



the shoes of the people of her own culture to learn relevant things about 
their livings
…

Folklore student, novelist, short fictions writer and anthropologist Zora 
Neale Hurston was born in 1891 (10 years before Langston Hughes) in 
Notasulga Alabama. She was part of the Harlem Renaissance 
movement and she only received later posthumous recognition. Died of 
hypertensive heart disease on January 28, 1960, her remains were in an 
unmarked grave until 1973. Remarkably Hurston opposed the Supreme 
Court's Brown v. Board of Education's ruling of 1954. Her biggest 
accusation that several authors give her is that "Cudjo's own story of the 
last African slaver" is not original but it is for three quarters of the content 
plagiarized. I really liked researching facts about her because i really 
liked her passion in her writings.    
…
Ri Please read the two excerpts on imitation and originality (see 
Powerpoint Slides above). Which work are they from? 
The two excerpts are taken from an essay that was written by Zora. The 
two excerpts are instrumentals in the whole understanding of Neale 
Hurston’s "Characteristics of Negro Expression" in which the writer 
affirming that African American was not merely an imitation of white art, 
does an evaluation of the many racial prejudices rooted in The United 
States including a common presumption that African American art was 
unoriginal.


